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DECEMBER 2020 
It’s hard to believe that it is already the start of December! Fall has flown by and our staff and students 
are already well into the year. We’ve sent home Progress Reports, conducted Parent-Teacher 
Interviews, updated Term 1 IEPS, and started the Grade 8 to 9 transition process with our partners at 
Great Lakes and Alexander MacKenzie Secondary Schools.  
 
Through it all, we have continued to engage our students in a great learning experience from Junior 
Kindergarten through Grade 8. We have many new health protocols that we follow consistently to 
ensure that everyone stays safe and healthy in the school, and this is just a reminder that masks are 
mandatory for all students in Grades 4 to 8. We encourage all students to wear masks in the building 
even if it isn’t mandatory, and we have lots of breaks throughout the day for hand washing as well. 
Thank you to all members of our community for respecting these guidelines! 
 
Winter weather is upon us, it seems. If buses are cancelled due to fog or road conditions our school 
remains open for students and staff, and our school is located in Zone 2. School closures due to weather 
are rare and are communicated through the school board website, local radio, and our school social 
media pages. 
 
On behalf of all of us at P. E. McGibbon, I’d like to wish all our families the happiest of holidays and a 
safe and restful winter holiday. 
 
Mr E. Smit, Principal 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
P. E. McGibbon has a very active Facebook page. Please make sure to like our page there to ensure you 
are receiving all the latest updates from our school. We have sign up links for our Breakfast Program 
posted there as well as a link at the top of the Facebook page to the Ministry’s COVID daily screening. 
Visit www.facebook.com/pemcgibbon to join our community! 
 
AUTOMATED ATTENDANCE CALLS 
Our school is a pilot site for School Messenger automated attendance calls. This system will notify 
parents/guardians that your child has been marked absent and the school does not know the reason. 
We will contact the parent’s /guardian’s phone numbers and emails that you have provided and ask that 
you call the school to confirm the absence and provide the reason. 
 
You can help by ensuring that the school has your most updated contact information and by notifying 
the school office in advance if your child will be late or away.  Our answering machine will take your 
message any time of day or night. To leave a message about your child’s attendance call 519-344-4371 
and select Option 1, or text us at 226-964-2162. 
 



SCHOOL PHOTO DAY: DECEMBER 7 
LifeTouch will be at our school on Monday, December 7 to take school photos. Our photo provider and 
the school board have determined a set of enhanced safety protocols to keep everyone safe during this 
process. Please contact the office if you’d like more information. Photo proofs will be sent home with 
each student and families that would like to order student portraits will be able to do so through 
www.lifetouch.ca. Let us know at the office if you would like information on alternative purchase 
methods. 
 
VISITORS, PARENTS & GUARDIANS 
In compliance with the Ministry of Education regulations we are not allowing parents, non-essential 
volunteers or other visitors in our building. Should you need to speak to your child’s teacher or the 
office, we ask that you call to schedule an appointment. Parents and guardians who need to pick their 
child up early should do so by coming to the main entrance of the school and ringing the doorbell for 
the office. We will bring your child to you at the front of the school. 
 
ALLERGIES 
Many children and staff members have severe allergies to peanuts, peanut butter and other nuts. In 
some cases, these allergies can be fatal. We are asking for your help as a member of our caring and 
responsible school community. Please do not send your child with any nuts or peanut butter for either 
lunches or snacks. We want our school environment to be safe and healthy for all our students. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
 
DIGITAL CLASSROOMS 
Every classroom at P. E. McGibbon has a digital classroom set up for student use in either Seesaw or 
Google Classroom. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have not yet been connected. Our digital 
classrooms have lots of important content in them, including many of your child’s daily assignments. 
These are great resources for you to access if your child is unable to attend school. 
 
PARENT COUNCIL 
Our school Parent Council continues to meet virtually during the pandemic. This group of dedicated 
volunteers talks about a variety of school issues and manages our incredible fundraisers as well, money 
that is used to offset the cost of field trips and purchase items for our school such as iPads and our 
GagaBall pit. Please let the office know if you are interested in being part of our Parent Council! 
 
TERRIFIC KIDS 
Our character education program continues to run despite assemblies being cancelled. This month, we 
learned about the character trait of thoughtfulness and recognized three thoughtful students from 
each class. Thank you to Kiwanis Golden K for sponsoring this program at our school. 
 
STAFF GENEROSITY 
Our incredible staff team brought in enough sponsorship money this fall to provide Christmas presents 
for 25 children in 7 families through The Inn of the Good Shepherd. This amazing generosity should 
bring some much-needed cheer to these families this holiday season. Thank you to Mrs Doornbosch, 
Ms Moran, and each of our Shopping Elves for their great work! 
 

All LKDSB schools are closed December 21, 2020 to January 1, 2021.  
See you back in The Den on January 4th! 


